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3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
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□ sheets of the description, claims andfcr drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
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□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
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Supplemental Box. 
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Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it w 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. yu*ye m wnicn it w 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following lanquaae 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: " 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andA>r 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets whir 
have been furnished Jo the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in thi* 
report as 'originally filed 0 and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

1-12 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1-17 as originally filed 
Drawings, Sheets 

1/2-2/2 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the canceflation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify)'. 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 ' ? a ™ s u re P ort h 5 s b ? en established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
Spp^memal^ considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. » 
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Box No V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industri 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement P Industn 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-17 

1-17 
1-17 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain defects in the international applicatio n 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 




The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
clarms are fully supported by the description, are made: wrier me 
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Re Item V 



Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 : PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 1995, no. 05, 30 June 1995 (1995-06-30) & JP 
7 047649 A (TOYOBO CO LTD), 21 February 1995 (1995-02-21) 

D2 : US 5 780 158 A (MINAMIHIRA YUKIHIKO ET AL) 14 July 1998 (1998-07-14) 
D3 : US 6 261 654 B1 (OHHASHI YASUO ET AL) 17 July 2001 (2001-07-17) 



2. Novelty 

2.1 All features of Independent claim 1 are disclosed in each of the prior art documents 
D1 to D3. Consequently, the subject-matter of independent claims 1 is not novel in the 
sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

D flP . ument D1 discloses (see abstract) a polyester composite film comprising : outer 
layers composed of a copolymer polyethylene terephthalate/isophthalate (i.e. one of 
the modified PET mentioned in the application, see p. 1 , 1. 27,28, and considered for 
the purposes of the examination as a type of PET) and an intermediate layer 
composed of a copolyester comprising ethylene terephthalate and butyiene 
terephthalate units. This composite is used for lamination with metal layers. 

Document D2 discloses (see col. 1 , lines 5-26; col. 10, lines 19-23; ex. 1 -8,35-43) a 
sheet material comprising a polymer film laminated to metal substrate, wherein the 
polymer film comprises a first layer of a copolymer polyethylene 
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terephthalate/isophthalate, a second layer formed from a composition comprising a 
first polyester comprising ethylene terephthalate as a main recurring unit and a seconc 
polyester comprising butylene terephthalate as a main recurring unit, and a third layer 
(in contact with the metal plate) comprising a copolymer polyethylene 
terephthalate/isophthalate. 

Document D3 discloses (see col. 8, I. 17-43; coM 1 , I. 34 to col. 12, 1. 13; ex 1-8) a 
sheet material comprising a polymer film laminated to metal substrate, wherein the 
polymer film comprises an uppermost layer of PET, an intermediate layer of 
copolymer polyethylene terephthalate/isophthalate blended with PBT and a lowermost 
layer (in contact with metal layer) of copolymer polyethylene 
terephthalate/isophthalate. 



2.2 All features of independent claim 15 are disclosed in documents D3 (see col. 8, I. 17- 
26; col. 12, 1. 39-45), describing a method in which the resin layers are directly ' 
extruded on one side of the metallic sheet. 



2.3 All features of independent claim 16 are disclosed in documents D2 (see col. i o, I. 5- 
19 ) and D3 (see col. 8, 1. 17-26), describing a methods in which the polymer film is 
first prepared and then applied to the metal substrate. Consequently, the 
subject-matter of independent claim 16 is not novel in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.4 Dependent claims 2 to 1 4 and 1 7 do not appear to fulfill the criteria of Article 33(2); 
see in this respect the prior art documents D1 to D3 as cited in the International 
Search Report. 



3. Inventive Step 
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Even though the present set of claims is not considered to be novel, as outlined 
above, it is noticed that it appears that the application as a whole does not contain any 
inventive subject-matter. It is not evident which technical problem, linked to the closesi 
prior art document, could be considered to be solved in a non-obvious manner. 



Re Item VII 

1 . In the present description it should be indicated that examples 2, 3 and 5 are 
comparative examples. 

2. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents Dl to D3 is not mentioned in the description, nor are these 
documents identified therein. 

3. Independent claim 1 is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) PCT, 
which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in combi- 
nation from the prior art (documents D1 to D3) being placed in the preamble (Rule 
6.3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the characterising 
part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 



Re Item VIII 

1 . It is clear from the description on page 1 , lines 25-29 and page 1 0, lines 6, 7 that the 
following features are essential to the definition of the invention: 

(1 ) presence of modified PET in the inner layer of the coating system 

(2) presence of PBT in the barrier layer of the coating system 

Since independent claim 1 does not contain these features it does not meet the 
requirement following from Article 6 PCT taken in combination with Rule 6.3(b) PCT 
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that any independent claim must contain ail the technical features essential to the 
definition of the invention. 
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MWrwm documentation 

IPC 7 B32B 
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EPO-Internal , PAJ, WPI Data 



C. DOCUMENTS considered to bis relevant 



Category 



CNallonor documam. wim tnocaoon. u4v?re appropriate, of the relevant pas En go e 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN' * 

vol. 1995, no. 05,, 

30 June 1995 (1995-06-30) 

& JP 7 047649 A (T0Y0BO CO LTD), 

21 February 1995 (1995-02-21) 

abstract 



US 5 780 158 A (MINAMIHIRA YUICIHIKO ET 

AL) 14 July 1998 C1998-07-14) 

column 1, lines 5-26 

column 10, lines 5-23; claims 1,4,6,16; 

examples 1-8,35-43 



|[ %j Further documents aro faded In iho continuation of boarC 

• Spczinl categories of gEd documents : ™"™'-— ~~ 

*A" dc^rre^t defining fflo generalise/ to ait uhfch to net 
cgraictensd to be ol particular relevance 

oaritar document bur putted on orator tne rrsvemaCt*ai 
rutasdate 

X* aocurnent wtlch may threw doobts &n priority cfahtfe) or 
wrtcb I* caed to eaabUsh the pubficauon dale of another 
(Station or other epeda) reason (±$ speeftod) 

*0" eocvnen* herring to an oral dlcdecuro, uea, axMbtferior 
dinar (neons 

*P* doewnant pabfahed prior to (he taistiadonai flina dale but 
lacor than tbc priority dale dalmoO 



Relevant to dofrn No, 



1-6,11 



1-7, 
9-14,16 



Potent family member* am listed bi snnex. 



T bier doctnnent published after the mtonaten^ f»no dale 
or priority date end not Inoonflfct with the oppitoaJon Pel 
died to understand tho principle or theory urtovtytng tha 



"X» document d pialkuiia relevance: 1he dalmed rrwenflon 
cannot be considered novel or cannot becensfejared v» 
fcueh/* on fcvarnVeatapwben iho document (a taken done 

*Y* document of particular relevance; me daanea fim*nttxr 
«gn™*te osrBtfened)* invefeo 91 Jhyentk/e atop when the 
aecwrnem a oorwwned win one or mon other such ctoco— 
fnerrbj, such combination oeng obvious to » petcon etdled 
in toft art. 

oocunryint merTTber 0/ meournepalai*fart»y 
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US 6 261 654 Bl (OHHASHI YASUO ET AL) 

17 July 2001 (2001-07-17) 

column 1, line 13 - column 4, line 26 

column 8, lines 17-43 

column 11, line 34 - column 12, line 45; 

examples 1-8 

US 4 734 335 A (MONZER HELMUT) 
29 March 1988 (1983-03-29) 
column 1 - column 2 



> Application N? 
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